her dovm and gentlv told her: “When vou've been sober
a year or so, perhaps we can consider dailng, but not
now, The only thing that matters is your sobriety, and to
keep it vou need to munerse yourself in A.A~to the
exchusion of anvthing else that gives vou the feeling of &
high but thee, like all roller-coaster rides, goes down as
well as up.™

Comments Mike H., of Ventura, California: “What
people sometimes forget is that women as well as men
engage in 15th-stepping—I remember vme good-looking
guy who was new to A and had the girls bearing
down on him like so many freight trains. Furthermore,
13th-stepping can be detrimental to the stepper as well
as the steppec. When I rame into AA. mv droup was
full of newcomers who were very attractive but also very
sick. 1 was lucky to have an assist from a fellow in the
group who'd been sober awhile. "We stay away from the
newcomer women,’ he counseled, ‘not for them but for
our own sobricty.™

The Wayv It Was
Can Happen Now

“As a fairlv new A.A. who sobered up in December
1998.7 savs Steve M. of the Glendale Group in Queens,
New York, “T'my beginndng ws catch on 1o how it used to
work. At a meeting © atended last week, the speaker
arrived accompanied by five or six of her group mem-
bers. I said to myself, “Wow! That’s cool.” It really
showed unitv, fellowship and the WE program.”

In a lerter printed in the autumn 2000 Ql4A
Newsletter of the Queens Intergroup of Alcoholics
Anonyrmous, Steve further related, “It suddenly occurred
to me to bring the incident up with my group members.
Many remembered that when they first came around
A.A., that's what they did—they supported all outgoing
group commitments, and their fellow members, by just
bicing, there. T'd like to see this happen a lot more often.

Mot ‘l"]“" s '}'!Vi('l\' [armness s on the “"i" 1oy the mee1-
ing or on the way horme from it. So let’s encourage ‘road
trips’ . . . and good sobriety.”

G.S.0.’s Frequently
Asked Questions

Q. What are the criteria for listing A.A. conferences,
conventions and similar events in Bar 4-5-9 and the AA.
(;r:a}m'ine’“

<AVe generally
more davs in length about which we are informed in

St ikt all ALAL evenss ol two or

time. Therv wwould not be enough room o list cne-day
EVETILS,

Q. Okay, then what is an A.A. event?
A As far as we are concerned, any event which is run
P AlAs aberan AL and ror A s an ALAL event,
Some are under the auspices of regions, areas or dis-
tricts; others of central offices or intergroups nr even
groups; and still others of a commmittee of AA.
Al-Anons are xmludef in some events. Mo

.slmrmp; aml f urn.

Q. We are putting on an A.A. roundup,

ALA members are saving that since we are charging a
registration tee for attendance at an AA. functon, we
are not acting in accordance with A A, Traditions.

A. There is a big difference between “no dues or fees
for A membership” and a registration fee for an AA,
roundup. The word “fee” is a strange one in a seif-sup-
porting Fellowship, but someone has to pay the bills!
There are many, many A.A. roundups, conventions, and
conferences (see the Bulletin Board Section of Bar 4-5-9
o the Calendar of Bvents in the (-I"ll)L‘VlllL“' dnd inmost
cases, redistration fees are charged to cover the expenses
of the event. Often a special event, such as a banquet, is
put on for the purpose of raising additional funds to
support a central office or the work of an institutions
conuniitee.

Depending on the situation. and in the judgment of
the planning committee, sometimes special arrange-
ments are made for A.A.8 who would like to attend but
cannot atiiord 10, There are also events, such as a ban-
quet, which only ticket holders attend, but after the
meal the room is opened up 1o evervone, with or without
aticket, to hear the speaker. But again, this decision is
made by the planning committee as thev are the ones
I”fﬁ::porlblblﬂ for covering costs.

Q. Are raffles within A.A. Traditions?

A, Past General Service Conferences have been asked
this gquestion, The Conlerence has not comee torth with a
recommwendation in regard w raflles. A show of hands
usually indicates that about half the delezates think they
are all right and about half the delegates think they
should be discouraged. So the best we can do when
asked is 1o reply that it is up 10 the group conscience,

Q. We are plzmuim{ to hold a roundup i o ok
and wonder if it’s okay to ask the group:
money?

A. This can be answered only by the gr-—-
science of the groups concerned. However, i
agrees to take a collection at its meeting to oo
roundur. a separate basket for this speciiic purpose is
often passcid tor those who wish 1o give, rather than tak-
ing monev from the groun funds.



